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NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE
WASHINGTON, D. C.
!
‘ December 6 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR the Diregher " .
Assistan® Uirector
Cyblect: PRurning of Secret ad Confidentlia

and Ciphers by Japanege FEbASEime

I was inforred from @ reliable source last
evening that the Japsresé have destroyed by
burning their confidential and secret codes and
ciphers.

It is probtable thev the Japsrese Fmbassy has
retairea one copy of one secret or confidential
code for emergency use.

kespectfully, 7

e

M5B-1B7 v Fo2 \etdd

2%6
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Copy No. 7
NAVY DEPARTMIDIT
In reply to No. Office of the Chief of liaval Operations
0p-16-F-2 OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE
WASEINGTON

December 1, 1941,

Memorandum for tho Director

‘

1. Attached hereto is n rasume of the outstanding military
naval and Suucn.l moves made by Jeoen during the dmst two monthe. No
effort is to draw conclusions in ench fnstance but a view of the gen-
eral situetion would indicate that the orincipal preparatory effort has been
directed by the Japanese looking townrds, firet: ~an eventunl control or occu-
pation of Thailand followed almost {mmediately dy an ettack against British
possessions, possibly Burma and Singapore.

£ B, McCollum,

Distribution:
Copy No. 1 - CNO
Copy Ko, 2 - DNT
“Copy Fo. ? - Aset. CRO.
Copy No. % - F
Copy No. 5 - Op-12
. Copy No. 6 and 7 - File
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184() CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

Memorandum_fcr ths Director

Ducember 1, 1741,
ARMY PREPAKATIONS

Starting about 1 October and cont 'nuing until about the
middle of November the Japarcer abipped out of tho port of
Shangha! Alone a laryz quant!ty of mil’tary eupplirs., Vessels
carryling t oquipment wors secn headed South or Southwest.

+ Th. srguipment consisted of all sorto of &ilitary stires and
oquipment, & large number of landisg boats being particularly
noted. 2055 o copr-r tally noteworiny 1%ems consistod of & con-
8¢deradle number of tarks and trucka, quite a few of which were
camouflaged green; considrrable railroad equipment, particularly
locomotiven mnd rolllins stock. While a few troops warc laken out
at this tlme <h 8¢ ehips princlpally cerriud equipment. Starting
about 15 November th: character of the shiprents undrrwent a carked
chanwe, From 17 to 21 Liov-mbor larg. iraneports ook out of Sranc-
ha' mlon~ aom: 24,000 1..11v quipped veberan troopa. while an addi-
tional 30,000 were report’d as being vir,hd:lwa from North China
reput:dly d et 4 for Formosa. I'rom 21 to 25 Nevembder 20,000 -rcops
wers ianded ab Calpon and .00 at Halphony which with L.O’(‘ trocpu
already thern w-.r: “aent South to Salpon and,Camiodia by ral 191
wharve 8 and docks at Faiphong and Salron are reperted c"cwdr Wit
Japancae wranoports unloading supplivs and mon. 74 i eatlimatid zrat
sk following (apannes troups ars now in French Indo-Chine r- ady
and equipped {or acticn.

{a) South and Censral Indo-China 79,200
{b) Ho~thiyn Inde-China 25,000

The landing o7 rvinforcemrnte continu.s and additicnal troops and
guppli«1 are undoubtedly ayailatle on awarcy #ainan Island aad morw dis-
Ltant oroea,

HAVAL, 7

1% throw Nuvembey ex-
made, The fellowing are tie

Start! ~u aboit 1 Octobr r and cor
tenplve naval porparac ions have boen
»'#h polnte of tuis proparation.

(a) A1l posstol wcalled to Japan for a wmlck
Yeekinge and ¥ palr check 4p at Lwas completnd.

(b) Sem additional naval aircrafs etrencih has been Scnt to vhe
Japun s8¢ Mandate Tgland arua,
() An a’'r and surfas patrol was ng*adbliated on & line belwien
Le Marspnil tslands and the GIlbirie. Juam wag pleccd under alr and
aiomarine dba-rvation.

{¢; i £ g A _oeanlz d two Sask aroups, both rather
1nsasly Kait 20 zn‘,"'ms; sTrosp 1 %o operasy: .in Sousk Crirva

¥andas: “slasndi arcs. This organ-

Area and grosp No, T To opeTat. n
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EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE 1841

ization is aboui vintglwd and %i:e CinC of the 2nd Flret .xpecte
+o be n Southern sormosa by 3 or 4 Decomber,

(e) T CinC of the Combiaud Alr Forco ime just cauplcted an
‘napuction of all oatlylng naval alr groups, particularly those in
the Mandates, South China and Formooa.

(2) Many merchant vesa:cls have racently heen taken over by the Navy
and A% least throe of these hav:: boun equipped as antiaircrart ships.

POLITTCAY, FREFPARATIONS - 1 Octob:r - 30 Nov.
capaness residents particularly womon and childron hav  beon svazuatad
fram .

{a) British India and Singaporc

(b) Tetherlands zZast iea

{c) Thilippine islands

(d) Hongkong

(e) Austral’a

(f) Masy Japanos: residents have rec-ntly wi)thdrawn f{rom
the Mited Ctatrs, Janada and Scushk America.

Breprrations have biea mads Lo okift the center of the War Intelll-

gence and Suplonasc not covering ths Americas trom Washington to ~'lo
ds Jan:ire, Brazil, Japanssc Exhessy at Rio dn Jan iro ras been -gaipped
with short wavs r~adio tranmmfitrer.

Sreat otresa hau bosn latid on : atablishment o »aplonars nut in
Thalland and Singapore as follows: .
.

(a) Japan se consulat: at Sincora !s manaed by - Army in-
teld fpens 01 lcera.

(L) & consulat: hes us 5 establipicd at ths nerthoin ra’lload
of Chirngmat. 3

(c) Arny commauiication esulpiout {6 pres.at At
Sirgora, Sangkok ani Chiencmal.

(d) rour Army and Navy o “rs r asguned nAm 3 have Dbin
sont tc the Fmbassy at R ngicok. The Axbassador has roc:ivad 'nasre tons 10t

to inturf-re fa th work of th-se own,

(*) A chaln of drus storos mann:d by Int-llip-ue. Anilas 18 'a
process of ratatlistiant,

() -apaass Arzy docturs under asswn d nazes w i
pital at Bangkek.

{2) At the ond of Xov mber ££,00D 3aris wer- 3.9t 'n gold to thu
Ambaspador at Jarcskox with instricsiona o hald t Io: cy intalllgencs
use.

(L) At lemst two sebotace agenta nave been sent into Sin-aporn.

26



1842 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

In Fronch Indo-China the Japannse m!litary has taken over meny
police functions, Many Chinese ani Annnmose cre being swmuArlly arrested.
At the end of Kovember Japanese Ambassador Yoshizawa queried h's govern-
ment as to whethar he and his staff should trks over the govarnmental
functions of Frenck Indo-China or continue to function through the fromt
of the French Government General.

The Consul General a% Shanghal has informsd hie governmemt that all
preparations are complete for taking over all physical property in China
belonging to Britieh, Americans =nd othor enemy nationals.

The Army General Staff sent urgent requests*®for information for
U.S. and Dutch troop and plane etrengths <nd dispositiona in the Phil{-
ppinea and Netherlande Eaat Indiec.

Special Ambaseador Kurusu sent Lo the United States to conduct nego-
tiations with the United States.

27
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
Office of the Chief of Naval Operatioms
Office of Naval Intelligence
Washington, D.C.

0p-16-F-2

Fovember 1, 19L1
Memorandunm for the Director

SUBJECT: Dispatch from Alusna, Chungking, 3¢#35¢

1. In this diepatch Major McHugh that a Jap drive from
northern Indo-China to cut the Burma Road is imminent. He further states that
the only hope of blocking thie drive would be active participation in the cam-
peign of all American and Britieh Far Eastern air unite which would require
foreign (presumsbly American) eeirure and control of mesns of transportation and
air fields in Yunnsn province.

2. In a message which the American Ambassador atates is now being

-forvarded to President Roosevelt, Chiang Eai-shek states that the Japanese will

leunch a drive to cut the Burma Rond within 30 days. He takes a somevhat less
serious view of the situation than does Major McHugh. Chiang eays that he hes
land forcee ndequate to defend the road but will need air eupport. He indicates
that he desires aid from British =nd American air effectives in Singapore and
Manila in a voluntary status. He saye nothing about foreisn control of Chlneae
alr fields and Chinese mwuns of commmication.

3. Considerinrg the extreme difficulty of the terrain between the Indo
Chewa border and Kunming, it fe bolieved that the Chinese, if they ight and are
given some air gupport from Britain and Americs, can halt this Jap=neas drive,
The Japanese now have less than 100,002 men in .ndo-Chm- How mmny they can
trapeport there in the next 30 dnyu is prodlematical 6 dut it {6 considered that
they cennot maintain their present concentrations (vh'ch threnten Russin in the
Rorth), m=iutain their present garrieons in China, and at the samo time apare
more than 200,000 troopa for the drive intc Yunnan,

L, The real question hers is: Will the Chinese fight? In thie
connection there have becn many rumors that Lung Yun, Governor of Yumnan Province
has 601d out or scom will sell out to Wang Ching-wel. If thte happens there is
1ittle thet Chiang ¥r!-shek, the British, or the 'nited Stetes can do te save
the Buwrma Road. This ruwor, however, lacke confirmation.

Je Chinee= character ahould alao de taken into conaidsration. when
aid is prom'eed to thex they have = strons tendency to stop fighting themsslives
8it back, and wait until the a!d srrives. For thie remaon {t aight be 7ell not
to px-o:.leo ther too rmch., One other point should be mentioned. Wast Major
Mc3ugh recommends is wer-like action by the Unitel States mnd Britain azeinst
Japen - in shor:, freto war witk Jepsn, If we are going % fifh: Japan,
rather then °-m..port. nz our men i ejuipment to far-off West Yunnan trovince,
thus placing ourselves :ndor all the hendiceps of difficult tramsporiation, it
would eesn more sensidle to etvack the Jepanese supply lines =nd hode dases frox
our already estedlishod bases, thue diverting their atient!on trom ‘%e Purms Road.

. B, McCollum

istribution:

Original ani 1 copy to DlI*Copy No., 1 and &
0p-16-? - Copy No.  2p-1? - "nvy Ro.:. & -
0p-15/11 - Copy Ho. & File - Copy Ho. 28
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Op-16-F-2 * NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAYAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

October 21, 1941. '

MEMORANDIN

SUBJECT: Summary of the Par Eastern situation,

T The ultra-nationalistic element of Japen has seized
control of the Government and is prepared to push collaboration with
the Axis powers and the opposition to the democracies to the ultimate

extent,

T2, At the present time Japan has about 684,000 troops in
Manchukuo, Korea and Inner Mongolia in a position to sttack Siberia.
There is every evidence that due to the recent weakening of Russiaen
forces the Japanese have the position and strength to attack Siberia.
The Japanese armies in Chins are bogged domn and a stalemate has re-
sulted with neither side capable of obtaining a decision,

3. Economically food is not & problem for Japan but in
order to supply her war industries which are essentisal for her present
war effort Japan must have access to over-seas markets or must open up en
over-land supply route to Europs through Russia, Failing in either of these
two alternatives, she must face a situation in which she will see her
total war effort graduelly decline which must eventually result in her
eviction from the Aslatic continent and her decline as a world power.

Distrioution:
Op-16-F -~ Copies 1,2, & 3
File - Copy No. 4 & S

Z8
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(@ ropis reden o Rabtialn
sed e,

Op-16-F~2 :
NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON
October 21, 1941
Memorandux for the Chief of Navel Operations
SUBJECT: Far Eastern Situstion,
1, The Political situstion - Jaran

With the advent of the Tojo Cabinet Japan swings back to
closer Axis tiee under the segis of the jingoistic military clique, Al-
though Tojo's Caviret retains a balance between the comparatively con-
servative Navy members and the mora radical Army there are remaining a
number of old wheel horse politicians. The report that General Tojo is
f1lling the Home Ministry and ¥ar Portfolios in addition to the Precier-
ship irdicates clearly however that the Army intends to take the reins
of the Government, and such ceing the case, the intimstion is clear that
positive action detrimental to United States' interests may be expected.

2. The Economic Situation - Japan

The basic weakness in Japan's economic situation is her lack
of raw materials to feed her war industries, She depends on overseas im~
ports for 65% to 100% of har supplies of nickel, cotton, rubber, molybde-
num, aluminum, lead, mercury, oil, tin, mica, iron; this depenience is
partly offset by stockpiles, particularly oil, molybdenum and aluminunm,
but existing stocks of other itemas are not sufficient to meet current
requirements for more than six months. A basic restriction on expansion
of Jepan's industries is the lack of machine tools, precision instruments,
refinery installations, and workmen skilled in producing end installing
these items, The living standards of Jspan's industrial and agricultural
workers reflect the condition of Japan's foreign trade, particularly the
export of silk and the import of industrial raw materisls, The steady
decline of foreigzn trade has caused the living standards of the entirs
nation to deteriorate. On the other nand, Japan is 97% self-sufficient in
basic food items; in recent weeks, however, the government has completed
elaborats plans for increased restriction of food consumption and for ad-
mixture of substitute and synthetic foods and drinks; plans have been made
“also for nationwide distritution of 150,000,000 pieces of canned goods and
for distributed storage of rice, biscuits, canned {ish, and vegetablea. In
brief, Japan is not prepared %o feed her war industries for a period exceed-
inz six months if a blockade closes her main overseas routes; she is pre-
pared, howevsr, to provide for sn indefinite period staple food supplies.

3



1846 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

3. Tne Military Situation - Japsn

There are reliably reported to be 684,000 Japanese troops in
Manchukuo, Korea and Inner Mongolia. These forcee are disposed for an
attack upon Siberis. Rus3ian strength east of the Baikal Lake is belhvod
inferior to these Japanese concentrations.

There are slightly over half a million Japanese troops in
China Proper. Three limited objective Japanese offensives have been carried
out or sttempted in Chins during the last month, Jspaness planes continue en
intensive bombing of points in unoccupied China. Japan shows no indication of
giving up any important points in China or relaxing her efforts to crush the
Chisng Kai-shek regime,

There are roughly fifty thousand Japanese troops in Indo-China.
These units are not disposed for an attack on Thalland. It is reported,
however, that Japan plans to double this force in the near future and some
of these reenforcements may have already arrived at Halphong.

The dry season in Thalland begine in November and lasts until
april, Japan launched her 1904 war arainst fussia on February 1 and attacked
Manchoukuo in late Septeamber. The Nipponese seem to prefer winter campaigns
in this area. Thus, both to the north and south, weather conditions are
favorsbie to military operations, In Jspan Proper, training of reserves con-
tinues. The maximum of Japwese manpower is being placed on a war footing.

4. The Naval Situation - Japen

The naval forces of Japan may now be considered wo be fully
mobilized for imminent action. All forces not urgently required in the .
Mandates znd the asiatic continent have been called back to home waters and
during a period of receat marked inactivity extensive personnel changes have
been carried out snd mobilization plans probably completed.

Se The Military Situation - China

Chiang Kai-shek has at least one million men under arms, There
are almost half as many guerrillus back of the Japanese linea. China's army
lacks almost everything except manpower and small wms, It has practically
no offensive striking power, but possesses considerable defensive strength.
For alwost three years the Sino-Japunese war has been & stalemate broken only
by occasional limited Japanese offensives desizned to bresk up Chinese concen-
trations close to Jgpanese lines, The stalemste is likely to continue for a
long time because:

’
\1) Japan cannot annihilate the Chinese army.
(2) The Chinese cannot drive the Japanese back.
(3) No mutually satisfuctory basis for peace has been
suz vested.

jows help to China on the scale now plenned will greatly raise
Chinese morale and make more effective China's war of attrition. ?'.e
possibility of a Shinese offensive actually recasturing territory strongly
held is, however, still far iistant,



EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE 1847

6. French, Indo-Ching

Vichy and the Colonial Government. are beginning o resist
Jspanese demands. It ie not believed that they will pe successful in
these offorts, and Indo-China mey be considered virtually under Jajanese

domination.
7 Inailend

The Thal Gevernment is redisting Jepanese pressure snd will

probably fight if the Japanese invade the country. They have an aruy of
about 70,000, backed by some 200,000 reservee, Their air force and navy are
negligidble. However with British help they could give the Japanese s lot of trouple,
At least it 1s believed that the conquest of Thailand,aided by the autiuh,

would develop into a major military cempaign. It 48 not believed thst Japan
has the nramh to carry on major campuigns in the north and the south simul-
tansously,

cC - Op-16
Op-16-F
Pile

32
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1 J . ~ Copy 4
NAYY DEPARTMENT

1a ceply refer to No. Q‘“"‘ o the SPat X, "f\%l%‘wﬁlm

Op=1bmi’=2 WASHINGTON

September 25, 1941.

SUSI CTa Far Esstam Situstiond

JAI AN"SE AMKY

An unelyeis of all availuble reports indicutes thut thers sre in Munchoukuo,
Kores und Inner Longolia wbout 500,000 Jupznese troope, Uovement of Jepanees unite
from Japan end China to these tarritories continues. ithin the territories fever-
ish movements of men and supplies, designed to place forces in position to attack
Russia, huve been proceeding since shortly after the outbreak of the Russo-Jerman
hostilities, Recent relaxation of restrictions, permitting some railrosd travel
by civilians, leuds to the belief that nilitary prepurstions wre nearing comple-
tion. Russian strength eust of Lake Baikal 12 believed to be less than these Jupun-
@80 concentrations,

In Indo=China thers ure roushly 50,000 Jupanese soldiers. The Japansso are
strengthening their poeitions hers und working on lonz range plans to occupy the
region permunently, but they ure not reudy to attick Thulland, nor ure they m.king
sound logistie prepurations for euch an wsttuck, The forthcoming Jepansse muneuvers
near the Thai border are believed more of & political thun a mailitary gesture,

Half & million Jupanese troops remain in Chins proper, Jap.n is at present
conducting thres sizable offensivee ag.inst .hiwng Kui-shok's rmen end during the
lsst two months hus greatly intensified her boubiry r.dds. it fe nlaln, theref.re,
that Jupan intends neither to give up any important pointe in China nor to relax
her efforts to destroy Chiung's re;ine.

Traini.y; of reserves continues in Jupen. The muwximunm of Japancee aun power
i3 being pluced on a wur footdng.

The Jupunese irmy is, in briefi-
1. eady, or nearly resdy, to strike at lussia,
2. Continuing the cuzpaign in China.
3. lot in position for & southwurd drive,
L. Freparing for & muximun effart.

Recent dispositions of the Jupunese nuvil forces wflost huve shown a .u.rked
transfer of intervet from the oouth, in wuters off hina .od Ido-uning, to nae
wuters. The entire Third i.eet hus beon withdraan from dlockade duty off the fnina
coust back %0 houe ports, ILth the exce tlon of cariuds winor opsrutiors of li.-ht
eroft in tho Ju: an .es wid more recent subnurine operutions off the southern co.sts
of Jupun, the oiuined rawe iFleet h.s been iuctive, undergoia; ext:sive .ersornel
chi. 788, This purasanel reorgunizetion which 43 not norual for this tiw of yeur,
oxy be inter;reted %0 rean it prepuritions ore bei.g .wde for o evercescy

(6, , T
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requiring eaployment of all nuval forces. Msmaining in Chinu waters and off
Indo=China nox are only the regularly stationed lst (Central), 2nd (South) and

3rd (North) Expeditionary Fleets, augmented by the so-called Specisl fxpeditionury
Fleet consisting principally of suxiliaries eervicing the ocoupstion forces in
Indo=Chdna,

Naval shipbuilding resmuins shrouded in secrecy, but it has been reasonubly
well established that two (2) new carriers have been or are being commissioned,
one light crulser has recently been udded to the forces aflout, wnd within the
past year five destroysrs and & leust one sutmarine have been cazplsted. Lack
of materials has in the recent pust rotarded the building program and is undoubt
odly sn inoreasing handicap. Jne now buttleship uuy be nearing completion, but
there is no conclusive evidence to this effsct. .

GHINA

Counting provincial forces and Reds, Chieng has at leust one million men
under arms. Thers are ulmost half as many guerrillas buck of the Japunese lines,
China's way lecke almost everything except asn power und muall urus. It hus prace
tically no offensive atriking powsr but possessss considerabls dafensive strength.
Unless the Japunese greitly increase their forces, they wdll not be uble either to
drive to Yuming and cut the Jurma Roud or to cupture Chungidng, It is doubiful if
they could cupture Chungidng in eny event, Chinese akill in guerrilla operstions
and attrition warfure 13 such thet Japan cannot measurably reduce her present
garrison in Chinu without ahortening her linss and ziving up territory,.

For almost three years the Sino-Japanese war hus been & stalemate, broken only
by occaslonal linitad Jupuness of fensives deaigned to breuk up Chinese congentra-
tions closs %0 Juparmse lines. These offensives od, but the ntrations al-
ways reform. The Japmess are st present engaged in such san offensive in the #utal
Mountain district of Shansi, - their 20th drive in this area.

The stolemate i likely t0 continue far & long time bocasuse:
1, The Japunese cuninot annihilate the Chinese wrmies,
2, The Chinese cannot drive the Japmnese back.
3. No mutuully satiafactory basis for psace has been suggested,

U.S. help to China on the scals now planmned v 1l grestly raise Chiness corale
and nake more effective China's war of ettrition. i Chinese offensive actually re-
capturing territary strongly held is, however, atill far distaat,

= §2LITIC TAY="2 NWIC S i hl

All phases of Japanese eoconoay huve been or wre raldly being plucad on a
totalitarian wor footing, The Jupuness wrxy and navy wre preparing for suprems emer-
gencles, Dy taking virtual control of the army the nperar muy be alther (a) ine
suring cooperstion of the army with the fareign policy of the government ar (b)
taking the final step %o prepure the nation far a totalitariwa military effort,

Oy getting rid of Latsuoks, initiating negotistions with the U.3., w«nd sppointing
two conservatives, Yumada and Toyoda, a8 hoad of the arxy md foreign service res-
pectively, lilppon 48 inclining wray from the ixia and towards the decocraclea.
Jupan acquired Indo-China partly 8 & remult of joining the Axis and the Axis
nstions hove recognized Nunchukuo wund Nankdng, 7T0icyo iy reuson that the .xis has
nothing more to give her and cen now ba dropped. 3,7L

-2~
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That Japan wdll do depends on a number of factors, chief of which ares .

1, Prorress of fighting on the Russo-Cermen {romt. If Aussic cqllapses
Japun would be strongly tewpted Lo tuke Laghalisn und the laritize Provinces. Jer-
many's successss in the Ukraine hive strengthened tho pro-ixis groups in Japan,

2¢ Jupan's economic situstion. She must get basic war muterials, including
oll, iron ors, screp iron and cotton. lfor most imneifute zerious shoriage, rubber,
has been olleviated by her conjuest of Inio-’hina. It ies belleved thut Japsn'e re-
serve stocks of other :auteriuls will permit her to sit an the fence betwsen the .ule
and the Damocrucies for sever:l montha.

3. Ihs nro Tess of her U,J, nestis o It 18 not believed that Japan
will agres to with.raw her forces from China on u fixed date, or from Indo-China

. at all.

4. The pro-ress of the neval war in the -tl.ntic, The Fresident's "shooting
order” ocormitted atrong units of the Amsrican fleet to ojerations in the ~tlantic,
This delizhted the Japiness who would like to see the entire U,5, fleet comm'tted
there. If in future we are compelled to tr.nafer addition.l vessels to the Atluntic
we ouy anticipate that euch such trunsfer will be followed by & stiffening of Japun's
attitude towurds us,

5. sesther Conditions. Jupan started her cumpsaim sgulnst Manchukuo in
September apd her 1904 wir ugainst Russia in Februuwry. In spite of some obwious dis-
advuntages Lhe Jupunsse seem to prafer winter cacpuigns in this wres, probubly bee
cuuse the frozen ground nukes widespread operations poasible,

In Thalland the dry ssuson lusts from November to .pril, the wet
season from Luy to October.
Thus both to the narth and south winter campuigns are fcusibls,

The undersisned bellevea thut Jupun wWdlls

l. Continue the negotistions with the U,.., but not yield on any points
which she considers would endunger the "Fest isia co-prosperity aphere”,

2, Jatch cloeely the Tusso=Oerman fighting snd ths nuval wurfure in the
Atlantic, .

3. If Zuseia collipees, attack Siberia,

4e I the bulk of the U,u, fleet is withdrumn to the .tl.ntic, atrike
eouth, She does not expect this develozment byt could oulckly exgploit it,

5. If ‘usalu is atill resisting strouzly by Decawber, wult, ut leust
untd) lute next apring, before tuking any decialve uction,

Aens oONE,
Jistributions
Adairdd Turier - Copy lo. 1
p-16 ~ Copy o, 2
p=16-F - Copy No. 3
File - Copy Ylo. 4
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1852 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

§ 3 S
Office o{N é‘."‘cnﬁ?&" E‘v’l&N&ouﬁou

-
Orrice or NAVAL INTELLIGENCE

. In reply refar to No. :
0 Op-16-F-2 WASHINGTON

= ' July 2, 1941.

Memorandum for the Director

SUBJECTs Poesibility of Barly Aggreseive Action by Jjapan.

1, The Commandant of the 3rd Naval District reperts that
a reliable informant close to Japaneee industrial interesta has stated
that these interests expect Japan to make an aggressive move against Russia
on July 20ths Too much credence should not be placed in this report as
in the past the Jepansse industrial and businees community in New Yark has
not proved to be a very reliable barometer of Japaness government action,
Neverthslsse the following factors would seem to indicate that some sort
of action probably distasteful to the United States may be planned, namely:

(a) Since atout June 25th there has been an absence of sail~
ings from Jspan of merchant vessels bound for United States East
coast and gulf porte and if this trend continues, in about two
weeka there will be no Japanese merchant shipe in the Atlantice

(b) Simultaneous recognition by the Axis powers of the Jepanese~
sponsored Wang Ching-wel government of China mgy have been procured
by Japen's promise to take aggressive action against the non-Axis

owers,

i (c) The announcement today that the Japanese government had de—
cided on {ts policy in regard to the Russo-German war, coupled with
the fact that publication of any policy whatsoever or comment on any
such policy has been deferred, suggest the possibility that the policy
may be other than the of ten publicized southward advance policy.

(d) Japen has for many years coveted the pre~Amur provincee of
Siberian Russia, both as a security measure and for the natural re-
sources of these areas,

2. The present disposition of the Japanese armed forces would
seem to preclude the possibility of eny sudden thrust against Russia. Their
disposition and composition =mppear to be such that if any sudden aggressive
action at all is planned, such action would be in the direction of further
minor action against the South China coast or possibly directed towards
seizure of additional bases in French Indo~China. Nevertheless the naval for-
ces in particular may be re-Oriented in a very short interval of time and
the situation is such that the possibility of Japanese action against russia,
though still considered unlikely, cannot be ruled out entirely.

CC ~Op-16-F .
0p-10/11 i e e >
(. Op-12 farelam AV (4 um,

Op-381 )
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1854 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

)

e

e vY DEPARTMENT
. orriis cr thn Q?ior of Naval Oporltsonl
In reply refer o No. FFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGEN
Op-16-F-2 WASHINGTON
April 17, 1941
= .
Kemoraercdum for trhe Director
SUEJECT: British-Jepanese Crisis. ‘

T on april 15,

1541,

trne Domei (Jepunese) Kews Acency

reported from Pan~kcx thet rereated attacks by British troope on
That territory along tne Treiland-lalaya frontier caused the Thei

government to lodje a protest with Britisu authorities.

Domel said

the protest was announcec by the Tre. Foreijn Kinistry, and added

that no fu-taer details

2.

troops et Forrosea, hainen Isiand and nyushu.

rezarding tnese attecks were ziven.

For scme :onths past the Japanese have been concentrating
Thore hss been e gradual

shortenins ot lines in Central Crira, and movenert of troops from this

arsa to Forrose and lHainan lslanJ.

tion of Jepw.ese troups

replaced by Lunchuxuo levess.
900 ci wncm hed received snceial iratructior an
ourise

neso troops, 3,
warfere, left
same jerine, gome L., 4
Chira,
*leat is in
is probaiis
force wiuli

thet in
e ra.rtuine

ndo~Chine for unwrounced
fresh troops {rom Japan arrived in
and 11,700 voterens left Certral Chine for Formosa.

home weters.
nase of a

an

destirsciorns.

A strong force is near tre Palou

the” Palau Isla-d area.

is

Trere hes deen also a zradual reduc-
fortn Cnina, which were in sorme instences
Within the Jast two werks sore 8,000
Junsle
atort the
rral

Jara-

Japanese

ds.

rive on Si=~apore, a strong fla-iing

It

3. A rrort friw tue Yaval Attecks, Tokyo, etutes tiret there

are =arsistirt rimers i9 To %o thet Jepan slers a¢ carly atfack or
¢ SiupE L R the Ja anose tnis, rece:rce .s lent the story
- ol e o LR e T ofvi re tlens guslered b
Balil ie recchant tenne ‘¢ 1s sul'terins s
usstior off Americar eonvo s is ccm2 s gresdpently to the fore. Sore
0ve to koeg ten Ammeisas Fleet lr the Pacific wnd thus prevent the @iver-
sien of ap; Americen strerc-tr frorm Jhe Pue: ic to sorvort i the
Atientic wo.ll sty 20:.mei _op ke Ax.S %O 1 .
L cedied Jaran's new pos.t.on Wit recurd o

in cus» ol a s _Lh-:r: cr./u, 15

ties a.

Sussian curristey
te trut the Lenel

.48 a
s

4
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Azril 17, 1841

beginning of a Jajanese drive or Sernpere }ewspaper atiecks havo
often preceded Japaress military attacks, el mewspajer sttacks
inveriably precede the militery atiacks ol her Axis partners.

biriri—
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v

NAYY DEPARTMENT
Ortﬁ ot tho vu, rs'r :ml rations

/1~ In reply refer 10 No. K
i Op=16=8-7 WASHINGTON
Geer 1587 L April 17, 1941

MEMORANDUM for the Direetor

Evacuation of Japaness Nationales from Paname

¢ 5 The Commandant Eleventh Naval District (DIO)
' in a report of April 4, 1941, to ORI etates as follows:

"The Los Angeles Japanese press under a Tokyo dateline

of April 5, 1941, etates that a large number of the ocolony
of BOO Japanese have been forced to evacuate Panama dus

to that Hepublio's disoriminatory laws against Japan.

The Japaness Goverrnment is reported to be viewing the
Panama Republic's attitude with p'ou. ooncern and s
oonsidering counter-measures.

"The item further states that it is apparent that the
United States ias behind the Panama Republio's anti-Japarnese
policy in an effort to hit at the Axis pations. The item
also bitterly mentions anti-Japaneee aotions of the
rovermments of Peru and Fraril, stating that the Japanese
Government hee attempted to keep the faots secret and avoid
outbursts of public opinion in Japan.®

Japaness Armed Merohant Men

Recent unconfirmed reports indicate that the
Japanese Government is arming some of its best merchant ships
with four to six inch guns. Speoifioally mentioned ares the
YANATA ¥ARU, NITTA VARD and HEIAN MARU.

The Comnandants, Twelfth and Thirteenth Naval
Distriocts, heve been requested to inspeot these ships upon
srrival in their respeotive ports to sscertsin the facts and
report.

Japarese 0t1 Shipments from West Coast Ports

Commandant Eleventh Nawval Diatriot (DIO) reported
on April 9 that the Jepanese are now purchasing quantities of
petroleun products in drums and 5 gellon tins and shipping
same on cargo vesesls %o Japan.

273 (44 4/
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Office of Chief of Naval Operstions
Op-16-F .

SECEAT. Situation Briefs
Serial No. 1

February 15, 1941
WEMORAXDUN FOR THE DIRECTOR (F WAR PLANS DIVISION

SUBJECT s Briefs on:

(s) Japaneass ¥iseions to Berlin, iome
(Europe)

(b) Japansse Cbaservation of United States
Naval Movenents

(¢) German Subsarines aad iaiders in the
Pagific

H. v. bode
9y Direction

Copy to:
Lt.Conmdr. 4. d. Mclollua






1860 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

3 The U.C, Favai Attache at Tokyo on Decomber 5
1% reportes that Lieutenant General Tomoyuld Yamaskita,
hief of the Janarese Army Alr Corps, was procerding to
Berlin, together with a corpe of experte for tre nurpore
of making a compreheneive atudy of "Bliuzlxele tactics and
latest aviatlon technical developments, Gereral Yanmas:ii:a is
said tn have been accompaniod by a lerse gtaff o7 technical
exper<s andl they demartei fron cJapan nn Decemder 2, 14w
and proc-ed~d &> Rerlin, Germeny via Russia, It 13 repor‘ed
*nat later on tn!s Japances nilltary aviatlon alssiun iniends
t0 proceed o Huxe, -

4, The Japanees naval transpor: Asaks departed from
Japan on Jenuary 1/ th bound for lisbon, Pert.sal, wrancited the
Fanama Canal -n February “th ard had on boerd a large Japanese
naval mleelcn to Berlin, The nlesion was headed by .lxreo Fear-
Admirale, *wo of <hem avecialials in “echrical naval engineering
mattere, while the other flag officer ie a sreciallst in naval
aviation maitere, M-et of vhe other officers comprising the
misnion appear o be exverts on various te-krical, enzireering
ani aviatlon ma'tera, ¥ram this che presumg:ion “ollews hat
tie naval uiscion i{e larpely *echnlcal in character and 1s designed
o sbtain infa-rm’ lom concerning Cerman technical developmenta.
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Japanese Cbasrvetion of Jnited States Naval Movementn

e Jepanoee congulates thromghout the United Jtates and
ite possaasicna heve lteen instructeid to make dispaich reparta con-
cerning U.5. naval muovements, The .upaneee Consuls alony the Wea®
coast and at Smolilu have heen particularly active in making theee
repcres ani Japanese naval officers are stationed at Joatile and
at 1o3 Angeies to aspist the cocnsuls in coxpljiing thene reporis.

S In June o 1234%, <he U,S. Naval Attache at To.jo re-
pxrted that Japanese nudmarinea were said to maintain an odeervatiion
pairol in the vicinity of the Hawailan Islands and tha~ the eud-
marines were supplied “rom iime to time by makinz contact with Japan-
see navel tankers at eea, e trackns of Japanese naval tankers moving
tetween ‘apan ani the Wes® zoasi of the United Ctates were plotted and
it was found tha- Doet of thex paseed through & point Just to the
northvard of tie Hawa!ien Islands and in this same aree itho tanzere
seemed 1o make very slcw mrogrees for a day or twd leading to the
presumption that it <as In this general lccality that contact was
made Yetiween :he chaservinz sutmarines and their sunnly zhips, Thie
ares was searchei .n sevearal >crasione and no contact with Japanese
eubmariree was male. TFevoated reports have deen received, ususlly
of a vague nature, that Jspanese gubmarines have been 5een opsrating
of the weat Ccast of the Unized States, at varinui localities off the
cmet of Cenirel America, and ss far gsouth as the Jalepactone Islanda,
“n meverel ins‘ances it has been presible io maxe a falrly comprehen-
8ive ‘nves:l-a‘’on 7 <heee renoris ani in thesse ins-unces they have
beer 2xand Lo b withmt Toundatlon, An anal: e various
s Jperazion oF Japanese s inge proxe
the chasts =f *he Americas and the Hawa'lw. Tolanda leede *n
gonslusion that theme reports are > douadiful rellability,

N 4t2eh Ii.telligence ax NSAPATe repXrii thal Japaness
Zsrchanc aaips are stationei et 1/ . xile Iinte; 12 aos3 the Pacific
Ccear all the var froz Now Zealand o Laver Cal!faris, ibax thees
ships ma“e periodic rerarts to Toxyo on a {re cr of W zilocyeles,
At our resz:est ke various radtos calls iced b the alleged Jananese
ptation shlps were Nirm:ahed and 1t vas 1ezernine?l ‘ha: all >f these
railo calls were ones used b the raval traneport JLFA while whe was
e fhgn Y~Stedza Zp the Panasa Canmal c-ne.
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5omay Sutmarine and satder U'tuation !n ke Pacific
1

1. In the la* suamer of 17" roports wir ra-
cwived that the Japanra w rz twmn oviy autmarines to

the Germans for uae by the latter in aitacking Srittsh
comacras in the Tacific. [hes ruowors have been care -
fully sifted and te datc o ovidence naa bisn developed
indicating that the .apanuas have supplied to G rmaus
with subrarines, JSurthercors, nd afrkinge cr atiacks by
Garman submarines Lave bosn reporwed in the Imecific.

2. Serzan raiders have been roporéed ln the
Fac:fic a.d & 10 & otror pr Supg lon that ihree eazlk

raid-re arc ing eupplied from ."apan-gs sources. Latost
reporte indicate <lat “hese ralders wer~ operat.ny frow
dages in tke .apan.g. Manlate Isiande and attackine ezlppirg to
the southward of this gunvral ar<a. C»veral authenticated cap-
tures have baen mad: and go far none »f theee raldors have
be'n wliminated. At 1-agt on: capturel vussel, the Rorwegian
tanger 0lc Jacod, 'n chary: of a Sefman Frize crew, zade port
at Xobe, .‘apar and salled the i1:xt day after traneforring
prisouers $90 “he Serma: merchant a.‘p Scharmhorst which kas
be n in Kcbe Har¥or aince the outbroak of the war. Tk« evi-
deacs 8o far indica*~s tzat Japan !s will'ng to furnish sup-
plire to Jerman raid rs operating {n the racific but this
action hao Yean tak n with groal circumspectiorn and bms deen
carefally concraled. Nc ralder e’'nkings or captur<s in the
Dacific rave t on. not-d during the past wmontk.

& Stnce ~arl, n L%y, therc have deen recurront
ramore, emanating (90 it eventually appearsd) fram the
eame ~r parallrl source, that Cermans were {ranaporsin;
fadricatnd gabzar'ne paris to Viadivostok for erection at
that port; <hat Garman officers wer+ procesding via Trane-
Siherian to man & roarn sabmarines at Vladivostok; thas
Garman officure wers proceedins to vVladlvostok to instruct
Russlane in gubmar‘ne warfere and in the operation of eab-
parines; and, finelly, tha* German nucleus creva, consisting
of warrant and prity otficera, were being sant to Vladivostok
for manning sudbmarines, presumably either Corman-fadricated,
Ruesian or Japan-s=. At ithe time of the receipt of these
varicus reports and rumors, thers was no evidence to either
substantiate or dofinitely contradict any of them, sxcept
that twn reporta (one procseding from British eni another
fram anether source cons!ldered by the Consulate at
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Tsiugtao to bave bdeen rellable) when finally inveatigated,
wvere found to be without eudstence.

L, There has been no evidance, either direct.or
indicative, of German submarine activity, either erectlon
of eubmarines or training of crews by German officers, at
Vladivostok or at eny other port in the Siberian maritime
provincec.
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